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Illinois Critical Access Hospitals Achieve Milestones in Implementation of Electronic Health Records

Princeton, IL – November 30, 2011 – Ten of Illinois’ 51 critical access hospitals have met Medicare requirements for Stage 1 meaningful use of electronic health records.  Use of electronic health records is promoted by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid and the Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology to improve quality, safety, and effectiveness of health care. Critical access hospitals are located in small rural communities throughout the state.

The critical access hospitals that have met the first stage of the CMS implementation requirements include:
	Crawford Memorial Hospital			Gibson Area Hospital
	Robinson					Gibson City

	Hamilton Memorial Hospital District		Hardin County General Hospital
	McLeansboro					Rosiclare

	Illini Community Hospital			Kewanee Hospital
	Pittsfield					Kewanee

Paris Community Hospital			Salem Township Hospital
	Paris						Salem

	Wabash General Hospital			Washington County Hospital
	Mount Carmel					Nashville


“Achieving meaningful use of electronic health records is a significant accomplishment by so many of the critical access hospitals throughout Illinois”, said Sue Campbell, CEO of Community Memorial Hospital in Staunton and president of the board of directors of the Illinois Critical Access Hospital Network.  “Working together, sharing information, and offering support and consultation among colleagues all demonstrate the benefits of networking.  Small hospitals can be more nimble than their urban counterparts when implementing major technological changes but they are hindered by the enormous expenditures required to be successful in those efforts. The incentive funds authorized by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act electronic health records incentive programs have enabled our ICAHN members to install EHRs and achieve the benefits of improved patient care and, eventually, of cost savings.”  
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Hospitals and healthcare professionals nationwide are working to fully implement electronic health records and other healthcare information technologies.  In 2006, President Bush called for greater use of electronic records and other technologies.  The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 authorized incentive payments to assist hospitals, physician practices, and other healthcare providers meet a portion of the costs of the IT infrastructure upgrades, and to purchase hardware and software needed for the electronic health records. As of September 30, 2011 approximately 150 hospitals nationwide, predominantly large urban and teaching hospitals, had met the initial implementation requirements.  

Pat Schou, executive director of ICAHN stated, “This achievement by 10 of Illinois’ smallest, rural hospitals demonstrates the commitment of the critical access hospitals to continuously upgrade their technological capabilities and provide the highest level of care for their patients and community residents. Many more will attest to their achievement of the Stage 1 Medicare requirements in early 2012.”

CMS plans three stages of progressively more complex implementation expectations with current requirements classified as Stage 1.  Stage 2 requirements will be implemented in federal fiscal year 2014 and Stage 3 likely in 2015. Medicare payment penalties for hospitals will begin in FFY2015 if implementation requirements have not been met. 
	


About the Illinois Critical Access Hospital Network

The Illinois Critical Access Hospital Network represents the 51 Medicare-certified critical access hospitals in Illinois.  ICAHN was established in 2003 as a nonprofit corporation to share resources, provide education and promote operational efficiencies among its members to enhance health care services for the rural communities and residents they serve.
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