Medicare Surgery Status

Physician Quick Reference Guide
Medicare recognizes that surgical procedures may only be scheduled as an Outpatient or an Inpatient procedure. 

PRE SURGICAL PROCEDURE
Inpatient:  If there is a reasonable expectation that a certain surgical procedure is going to require the patient to be admitted and stay in the hospital at least one night, the patient should be scheduled as an inpatient.  If the procedure is not necessarily complex yet due to the patient’s comorbid conditions the surgeon believes it would be unsafe to send the patient home, consideration should be given to ordering an inpatient with documentation of the rationale for the overnight stay.  Certain surgical procedures are required to be scheduled as “Inpatient Only”.  The CVMC surgery scheduling department will assist you if plan to perform any of these procedures. 
Outpatient: When patients with known diagnoses enter a hospital for specific minor surgical procedures that are expected to keep the patient in the hospital for only a few hours.  Medicare considers 4-6 hours post op as normal recovery time. 
POST SURGICAL PROCEDURE

Extended Recovery:  This allows the physician to monitor a post surgical/ procedure patient’s condition beyond the standard recovery period (4-6 hours) and determine when the patient can safely be discharged.  Post operative complications that may result in extended recovery:
· Difficulty from recovering from anesthesia 

Observation:  Observation care can not be determined prior to a surgical procedure.   Post operative complications that may warrant outpatient observation:

· Persistent nausea/ vomiting

· Fluid electrolyte imbalance

· Uncontrolled pain

· Arrhythmias

· Psychotic behavior

· Unstable LOC

· Deficit in mobility/ coordination
· IV hydration

Observation can not be used for the convenience of the patient and/ or the patient’s family
Inpatient: An inpatient order may be written post outpatient procedure if complication/s occurs that requires inpatient intensity of care.  There is usually at least 24 hours of post op recovery time to treat and monitor before the patient can be safely discharged.  

Please contact the UR department at (775) 580-1734  for any questions and/ or assistance.
